Plan for 2004 Cohort – Summer 04 Meeting
2:30 – 5:00 (Thursday)

I Overview (20-30 minutes) – what we are doing this in meeting and why

A preparing to do lesson study – starting next summer

· briefly talk about what lesson study is

· Japanese model of professional development (show overhead)

· formulate goals for student learning and long-term development

· collaboratively plan a “research lesson/unit” designed to bring life to these goals

· conduct the research lesson, gather evidence on student learning and development

· discuss the evidence gathered during the lesson, using it to improve the lesson, the unit, and instruction more generally

· we will spend the majority of our meeting time this year working on the first two of these

B Fall meeting – focused on inquiry learning  
· Mark Windschitl at UW – unit development, incorporating inquiry

C This meeting, start developing a unit that can be revisited and reworked in Fall meeting and will ultimately be the focus of lesson study for the next couple of years (knowing full well that things will change along the way!)

· topic – something where physics and chemistry intersect so you can keep talking to each other throughout this process

* Find out who has done lesson planning and what kind

*Talk about video taping – why I’m doing it etc., sign forms if we haven’t already

II Discussion of “understanding” (45 min – 1hr)

A Angelo asked you to think of a topic that you know well, believe is important for students to understand and is difficult to teach

· spend 15 minutes or so writing, try to answer these questions

· How did you come to really understand this topic? what was the “journey” like for you and how did you get to where you are now?

· What were the sticking points for you?  Are there still aspects that puzzle you?

· How do you know that you understand this topic?  In other words, how do/did you assess yourself?  What can you do now that you couldn’t do at some earlier point that makes you convinced you really understand this topic?

· I’d like to read what you’ve written, but don’t worry about spelling, grammar etc.

B Group discussion – what does it mean to understand something? 

C Wrap up – we’re going to spend the next couple of  days planning a series of steps that will help students to understand some topic
* Break

III Brainstorm topic ideas (30 minutes?)
A Possible approaches:

· pick a very general  topic like structure of matter,  common top-level goals but discipline-specific context

· chemistry – bonding,  properties  of families

· physics – forces (electrical),  circular motion 

· pick a specific area like gas laws or thermodynamics and come up with parallel units

B when you start hashing out units, I’m going to ask you to think about what students should know coming out of/going into the other class

C start tossing out ideas – (I’ll write out as we go, or someone else will)

IV Hash out goal for common topic (1 hour?)
A what do we want students to understand when they leave high school about this topic (both chemistry and physics) – use standards, atlas etc.

B form pairs – one chem., one physics – spend 15 minutes and develop a goal statement

C pairs present to entire group, develop a common goal statement for the group

V Form unit planning groups

minimum of two, max 5 (ex. all chemistry,  all physics)

VI Wrap up

A assignment: read “Planning for Inquiry-based units: The process and essential  elements” for tomorrow

B Start thinking about your unit, with your other group members if at all possible.

1:30 – 5:00 Friday

VII Discuss advisory board


Need two members, one elected, one nominated by me

Collect writing fm yesterday

Overview plan for the day


-    Hone and refine what you came up with yesterday – focus on just a few days

· By the end of the day you should have sketches for a couple of lessons within a framework of a larger unit

· Tomorrow morning you can spend about an hour finishing up, then present to group.

I
Discuss unit planning from yesterday

A. Hand out goal statement

B. Each group present what you have so far

C. Goal for today to hone things a bit, and find a section to focus on

a. Here’s a sample – not perfect, but this is the idea

II
Concept mapping etc.

A. spend about half an hour on Phase 1 of Planning handout

a. I would like to see your concept maps, can copy

B. start working on unit calendar (rough is fine)

C. pick three days (at most) to start filling in

a. use resources upstairs or whatever

 8:30 – 10:30 (Saturday)

(individual group presentations of units to entire cohort for feedback)

1:30 – 2:00 (Saturday)

(wrap up, planning for fall meeting in Seattle)

