Mr. Lee


High Tech High Bayshore

9th grade Math I/Physics

2005 – 2006 academic year
Contact Info:

Mr. Lee

Seminar 14

(650) 381-0100, ext. 214

alee@bayshore.hightechhigh.org

Office hours: Wed 4:15 – 5:15, or by appointment

Course Description:  

Hello fellow explorers!  Welcome to the wonderful world of mathematics and physics.  In this course, you will develop and strengthen critical thinking and communication skills through mathematical and physical challenges that require patience, an open mind, and, above all, creativity.

Physics topics covered:
Math topics covered:

Kinematics
Functions

Energy
Graphs

Light
Geometry

Sound
Proofs

Electricity and Magnetism
Probability and Statistics

Course Texts:
The texts for this class are chosen with the intent to enhance problem-solving and communication skills in a problem-based and project-based setting. Key texts used are:

Fendel/Resek/Alper/Fraser. Interactive Mathematics Program, Year1.  © 2004 Key Curriculum Press                                          

Epstein, Lewis Carroll.  Thinking Physics: Understandable Practical Reality.  © 2002 Insight Press

Classroom Policies:

In order for all of us to have a great, safe, and successful journey this year, we need to follow these policies.

1) Be in your seat and ready to work when class starts.

2) Speak politely and appropriately to others.  Profanity and put-downs are unacceptable, inappropriate, and unnecessary.

3) Handle school, teacher, and other students’ property with care.

4) Follow all school-wide policies.

Consequences:

1st warning: Verbal warning and name on clipboard/board

2nd warning: Verbal warning and loss of 2 class participation points (see class participation in grade breakdown)

3rd warning: Behavior Journal assigned, meet with Mr. Lee for follow-up

4th warning: Call home

Severe: Notify administration

Materials Needed:

1) 1-inch binder with dividers

2) Mechanical pencil

3) Eraser

4) 8 ½ by 11 graph paper

5) Mead Composition notebook

6) Graphing Calculator (TI-84 Plus preferable)

You need to bring these materials every day.  Besides binders, if you do not have any of the above materials, you may obtain one by visiting Mr. Lee’s store.


Mr. Lee’s Store

Hours: Before class only

Where:  Mr. Lee’s office

What
How much

Mechanical pencil
$0.25/each

Eraser
$0.50/each

Graph paper
$0.05/each

Mead Composition notebook
$1.00/each

Graphing Calculator
Student ID (will return after use)

Grade Breakdown:

A = 90% to 100%
B = 80% to 89.9%
C = 70% to 79.9%
F = 0% to 69.9%

Class Participation (15%): 

Class participation encompasses how much you participate in class or group discussion as well as your focus on the work given during class.  Please note that unexcused tardies and unexcused absences affect your participation.  At the start of each quarter, you start at 100 points.  For each unexcused tardy, you will lose 2 points.  For each unexcused absence, you will lose 10 points.

Classwork/Labs (15%):

Classwork and labs are done in class and must be done in PENCIL.  Full credit cannot be obtained using any other writing utensil.  Classwork is to be turned in on the same day.  (See make-up work policy at end of syllabus).  Mr. Lee will let you know of lab due dates so as to allow you to type/write neatly up your results in a cleaned up document.

Homework (15%): 

As in the real world, it is important for you to turn in your work on time.  Homework is due at the beginning of class and will be stamped by Mr. Lee.  (See make-up work policy at end of the syllabus.)  Homework must also be done in PENCIL.  Full credit cannot be obtained using any other writing utensil.

Projects (30 %): 

One of the key projects is your Presentation of Learning (POL), where you are to showcase a problem or project that you solved and went in-depth with to the community.  Other projects throughout the course encompass creating portfolios, solving problem of the weeks, and giving oral presentations to the class to show what you have learned in creative ways.  It is your chance to put your best work forward.

Assessments (25 %): 

Assessments include presentations, weekly quizzes, and tests.  If you know you are going to be absent beforehand, please let me know so that you can arrange an appointment with me to take the assessment earlier.  If you missed the assessment, and did not arrange an appointment with me, you will have up to three school days from the assessment to take a more difficult version of the assessment.
Make-up work policy

This goes for only classwork and homework, not labs!  For every day that your assignment is late, your possible assignment’s points drops 10%.  After the fifth day, you can only earn up to half the assignment’s worth.  In the case of an excused absence, you have as many days to make up the assignments as you have been absent.  It is your responsibility to find out what you have missed.  I strongly recommend that you ask your fellow students first.  There will be a class binder with extra photocopies of all the assignments.  If you want to revise your homework to get a higher grade, make sure to attach the stamped homework with your revisions to show that the homework was turned in on time.  Otherwise, I will not accept it.
Honors Option

For those explorers who want to have more challenging and in-depth work in conjunction with the work already given in class, an honors option is available.

I look forward to working with you and hope that, together, we will have a great year!

Remember: Attitude is a little thing that makes a BIG difference.

Understanding of Syllabus

Please sign indicating that you and your parent/guardian have read and understood the syllabus in regards to the expectations of this class.  This assignment counts towards your participation in class:

___________________________________________

Student: Print name (First and Last name) 

___________________________________________ Date ____________

Student: Signature

___________________________________________ Date ____________

Parent/Guardian: Signature

