Introduction to Mr. Ronneberg’s Physics Class – Aragon High School

Welcome to Physics! This document is intended to give you an idea of what to expect in your physics classroom. It outlines course content, my teaching philosophy, and the policies which will be in effect throughout the year. In addition, I will expect both student and parent/guardian to sign and return the accompanying contract.
The emphasis in physics will be on developing understanding of physics concepts as well as the way physical processes can be described using mathematics. Most of the concepts and mathematical relationships will be developed through frequent lab work and applied in problem-solving situations. Instruction has been designed to develop critical thinking skills, problem solving skills, group-interaction skills, and the ability to be a reflective learner.

Teaching Philosophy

If I were to try to characterize my approach to teaching in a few words, I would say that I attempt to be demanding but fair. I firmly believe that high achievement requires high expectations, but that our expectations must be tempered with compassion and understanding for our students. Students must be made to feel that it is possible for them to succeed and that their success has some relation to their futures.

I expect students to seriously take responsibility for their own learning. Physics can be a difficult subject, but it is an achievable goal for any student willing to make the necessary effort. Every student is different; some will require more study time than others, but it is reasonable for every student to master the fundamentals of physics if they are willing to make the effort. 

Getting Extra Help

You may find throughout the year that you need extra help. This is nothing to be ashamed of, as physics can be a very hard subject to understand deeply. If you find yourself in need of extra help, here are some suggestions:

· Form a study group with other students. I will provide classroom space if you need it.

· Come and see me. I am available on most days at lunchtime and before or after school. You do not need an appointment.

· Evaluate your study habits. If you need some suggestions on how to work more efficiently, I would be glad to try to help.

I enjoy having students come and see me outside of class, so don’t be shy.

Of all the places you can turn to for help, the most important is yourself. Make it a habit to evaluate your progress frequently. You’ll be surprised to find out how much you can improve your performance just by paying close attention to your own study habits and learning requirements.  It’s your life, so take control of it and make the most of it.

Make-Up Work

Homework and labs should be made up within 3 days of returning to school. Some in-class assignments cannot be made up. 

Make-up Tests are not given. However, at the end of each grading period I will drop the lowest test score for each student. If a student is absent on test day then that will count as the dropped score. 
Classroom Ethics and Dishonesty

Unfortunately, the actions of a few students each year make it necessary for me to bring up the unpleasant issue of cheating. Dishonesty in the classroom is something I take very seriously. Most students are tempted to cheat because they feel unprepared for exams and are concerned about their grades and their futures. If you are feeling overly concerned about your grade in physics, come talk to me. I truly believe that the best learning environment involves mutual trust between student and instructor. In an atmosphere of mutual trust, deception is unnecessary.

Webpage - www.ronnebergscience.com

The course webpage is a available to students and parents and contains a number of useful resources. On the website you will find the following: course documents, assignment/homework calendar, worksheets, links to online physics resources, links to online content which we use in class.

Grading

Every attempt will be made to maintain fairness in grading. Grades are based on standards for quality which I establish. I make every effort to align my grading standards with the California State Content Standards and with the expectations of the University of California. Grades are based on a combination of test and quiz scores, homework, laboratory work, and special projects.

Teachers don’t like giving grades any more that students like being graded. However, grades serve two important functions. First, grades act as a way for universities, colleges, and employers to evaluate the abilities of students they don’t know. Second, grades act as a guide for students in assessing their own strengths and weaknesses. The ongoing process of personal assessment and evaluation is an extremely important part of the learning process and it is something we will discuss at length in the classroom. 

Grade scale:

	90% and above
	A

	80% and above
	B

	65% and above
	C

	50% and above
	D


At the time when final grades are calculated, I reserve the right to lower grade boundaries (this means raising grades), if I feel it is appropriate, given the nature of the tests and activities. I will never raise grade boundaries.

Assignment Categories (with approximate percentage of total grade):
Exams: 35%


Exams test both conceptual knowledge and problem solving skills. 

Labs: 15%


Labs will be either long form or short form, and include a student self-evaluation

Homework: 15%

Textbook and worksheet assignments are assigned regularly. They are sometimes collected, and frequently checked in class. Homework should be viewed as a tool to learn physics concepts and practice problem solving.

Breadth: 10%

Each student will investigate an area of personal interest that is related to physics. This could involve investigating an area of physics which has not been covered in class, a real-world application of physics, a career in which physics plays a role, etc. 

Personal Learning Study: 10%

This assignment allows students to explore their personal academic goals and align their work in physics with those goals. It will involve repeated self-assessment and collection of evidence that shows students have systematically worked at personal and academic improvement. 

Projects: 15%

· Students will complete a number of project-based assignments throughout the year. These projects are designed to be a means of learning and solidifying physics concepts, learning group-work and management skills, and applying one’s mind creatively to solve design and engineering problems. 

Grades are calculated by weighted average of each category. Students may check their grade at any time by using current scores and assuming estimated values for assignments not yet collected.  For example:

Calculate a score in any category by your points by points possible:
[image: image1.wmf] = category score
GRADE % = (.35)(exam score) + (.15)(lab score) + (.15)(homework score) + (.1)(breadth score) + (.1)(learning study score) + (.15)(project score)

At progress report time each student will calculate their own grade and do a self-evaluation, which will be taken home to their parent or guardian for discussion and signing. 

Parents

Please cut off this top portion and keep this contact information

Feel free to contact me if you have concerns or questions.

Zach Ronneberg

Aragon High School Physics Teacher

Phone:
Email: mr.ronneberg@gmail.com
Webpage: www.ronnebergscience.com

Cut Here

Academic Contract for Mr. Ronneberg’s Class

Complete and Return this part to Mr. Ronneberg immediately

Part I – To be completed by student

I have read Mr. Ronneberg’s course introduction and I understand its contents. I agree that I am responsible for my own learning and that I will be expected to master the course material through hard work and a large time investment. I am prepared to make the necessary time commitment to meet this challenge. 

I also agree to seek extra help whenever I feel I am not adequately understanding the material, or if my grade drops below a “C”. I am aware of the fact that Mr. Ronneberg is available to provide extra help at lunch or after school on most days without an appointment. 

Name of Student:______________________________________________

Signature of Student:___________________________________________

Part II – To be completed by parent or guardian

I have read Mr. Ronneberg’s course introduction and I understand its contents. I am aware of the fact that Mr. Ronneberg is available to provide extra help at lunch or after school on most days without an appointment. I know that if I have any questions about the policies outlined here, or about the course I can contact Mr. Ronneberg using the contact information above.

Name of Parent(s) or Guardian(s):____________________________  _____________________________________

Signature of Parent(s) or Guardian(s):___________________________________

Home phone:_________________  Work Phone:______________________ Cell Phone:_______________________

Email:________________________________________________________

The best way to contact me(us) is by:__________________________________

Diagnostic Test Score:_____________ A score of less than 20 out of 30 indicates that the student will need to spend extra time studying at home, and will probably need to get extra help at school.
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