Expectations and Helpful Info for Student Teachers

Hi and welcome to my classroom. You will be an integral part of this class for the time you are here so it is important that expectations and responsibilities are clearly laid out.  

The main goal is for you to progress as a teacher, which will require a lot of work, and a willingness to communicate with your mentor teacher and with your students. Don't be afraid to ask questions or bring up issues  

Here is what you can expect from your experience in my classroom: 

· a safe environment to gain experience teaching and to grow as a teacher 

· a mentor teacher who respects your abilities and who's main goal is to help you improve your skills as a teacher 

· regular, respectful, helpful feedback from your mentor teacher  

· access to the curriculum of your mentor teacher, but freedom to change it or to create your own (within limits) 

· you will be fully responsible for your class of students.  

· This includes lesson planning, teaching, assessment, grading, communication with parents, counselors, administrators 

· This applies to full time student teachers and may change depending on how often and for how long you are here

Here is what is expected of you during your time here:

· be present on scheduled days 

· plan time outside of teaching time to consult and reflect with your mentor teacher 

· come prepared with lesson plans (as appropriate) 

· be a reflective practitioner who is willing to discuss the reasons for both the HOW and the WHY you do things a certain way 

· be vocal about what you expect to get out of the experience. If doesn't work for you, let me know. 

Here are some phrases you can use to start conversations with students:

· show me what you are working on 

· explain to me what is going on here 

· explain to the person next to you how you got that answer/idea 

· how are things going over here? 

Here are some ways that you can help students come to their own conclusions without telling them the answer (socratic questioning):

· well, what do you think about that? 

· how did you come to that conclusion/idea/answer? 

· what is your evidence for that? 

· what if it... 

· what if I changed *some parameter*, what would happen then? 

Here are some ideas for getting kids quiet:

· I need it quiet in 3... 2... 1.... 0...(when counting down use visual que of holding hand up and counting down on fingers). If student not quiet at 0, then some consequence 

· I see this table over here is quiet, thank you guys. 

Here are some things you should think about in terms of routines for the classroom:

· How will you distribute papers to students (take one box?) 

· How will students turn in papers? 

· How will you return papers to students? 

· Will you make "classroom rules"? If so, how will they be created and presented? 

· What consequences will you create for unacceptable behavior? How will you enforce these consequences? 

· How will you deal with tardies? 

· How will you run lab activities? How will students get and return materials? How much cleanup time is necessary? 

· What type of grading system will you use? How will you communicate grade information to the students? 

· How will you assess whether students are understanding a concept (finger rating? questions? student discussion?)

Student Teacher Background Survey 

Student Teacher: __________________________
Mentor Teacher:__________________________________ 

Class: ______________________

School:______________________________
Date:_______

As a student teacher, what aspects of teaching do you feel most confident on?  least confident on?   

Rate yourself in the following categories, 1 = wetting my pants, 3 = hesitant but not too worried, 5 = I will school you on this 

1  2  3  4  5: I feel confident in my knowledge of the content 

1  2  3  4  5: I feel confident in my ability to manage the classroom environment effectively 

1  2  3  4  5: I feel confident that I can manage a lab experiment effectively 

1  2  3  4  5: I feel confident in my ability to write effective lessons and present them 

1  2  3  4  5: I feel confident in my ability to lead classroom discussions

What parameters/requirements are there for your teaching program (length of time, number or days, lesson planning, etc...)

What is your background in teaching? (list any experience working with kids, including camp counseling, tutoring, etc...) 

What is your "philosophy" of teaching science? 

What is your "philosophy" of classroom management?

Well mr./ms. big shot, why should I let you take over my classroom full of students? 

Describe a "big idea" you have for the class that you would like to implement - a big project, a certain approach, etc 

What do you expect to get from the experience of student teaching? 

What expectations do you have of me, the master teacher? 

What questions do you have for me? 

What is your biggest concern/fear about student teaching, or teaching in general? 

What do you like about working with kids? 

Why do you want to be a teacher?

