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Physics Teacher
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Physics Wish List

Dear DSHS Parents and Community Members,

We (your student, you and myself) are embarking on a very exciting year of physics discovery.  This course is packed with group learning, laboratory experiments, and projects that are all designed to engage your student in meaningful interaction with the concepts we are covering in class.  The labs and projects are integral to your student’s enjoyment of the course in addition to his/her understanding of the material.  I am willing and committed to providing your son or daughter with a really rich “hands-on” laboratory experience. These experiences, however, require a large amount of supplies if they are to be successful and students are to come away with a deep understanding of how physics truly impacts their life. Unfortunately, it is not possible to buy everything we need with the budget we are provided. Some of these supplies are specialized, but others are household items that you may have available or be able to purchase easily. On the back of this page I have put together a list of things that would be really helpful to have in the classroom. Larger donations are tax deductible, you will receive a letter for your tax records.

Thanks so much for your generosity and involvement in your child’s education.
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Smaller Things

1. Tissues

2. Tape (packing tape, scotch tape, masking tape, electrical tape)

3. Pencils and pens

4. Colored markers or pencils

5. Stapler

6. Paper Towels

7. Plastic or paper cups

8. Ziploc Bags

9. Brads and paperclips

10. Whiteboard pens (for student lab-groups to use)

11. Rags to use as erasers for whiteboards

12. Scientific calculators

13. Rulers with cm markings

14. Strings of Xmas Lights

15. Magnets

16. Tuning Forks

17. Old musical instruments (wind, string, percussion, harmonicas, music boxes, etc.)

18. Skateboards or rollerblades

19. Physics-ish “toys” (slinkies, drinking birds, things that spin around or walk or bounce)

20. Graph Paper

21. Batteries

22. Paper Cutter

23. [image: image4.jpg]


Screw-drivers, wire cutters, wire strippers

24. Old speakers


Bigger and Specialized Things

1. Lasers (Laser pointers, or larger)

2. Probe-Ware (electronic probes that interface with computers to produce real-time data and graphs which students can analyze and interact with).

a. Sonic Motion probes. These measure distance, speed, and acceleration Each probe is approximately $100, I am hoping to build up a class set of 9-10. 

b. Force Probes. Also cost about $100 each.

3. Dynamics carts and tracks. These are extremely low friction carts and tracks which allow students to study what motion and forces would be like in the absence of friction. These are used in tandem with the motion probes above. Each set costs approximately $250. 

*If you are interested in donating any of the above items, please contact me and I will give you further details.
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